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Formed through a grant from the Energy 

Future Coalition

Organized to explore agriculture and 

forestry’s role in America’s energy future

Evolved to now include conservation, 

environment, business, defense and 

rural development organizations and 

leaders

25x’25: a National Alliance



25x’25 Evolves:

2004- vision was formed

2005- alliance was organized

2006- began forming state alliances; 

- completed two economic analyses

2007- published the 25x’25 Action Plan     

- sought policy maker endorsements

2008 and on

- bringing the vision to life!            



By the year 2025, America’s farms, ranches 

and forests will provide 25 percent of the 

total energy consumed in the U.S. while 

continuing to produce safe, abundant and 

affordable food, feed and fiber. 

Our Vision:

25x’25



We will meet this goal by:

Producing transportation fuels

Harnessing wind energy

Converting biogas emissions

Capturing solar and hydro energy

Providing biomass for generating 

heat and power

Encouraging energy efficiency



Over 850 endorsing entities

31 current and former governors

15 state legislatures

1 US Congress via the EISA of 2007

25x’25: a National Alliance



Governors’ Endorsements



State Legislature Resolutions



Over 850 farm, business, energy and 

environmental organizations!

American Farm Bureau Federation

American Soybean Association

Forest Landowners Association

National Association of State Departments of Agriculture

Monsanto

Deere & Company

“Big 3” Automakers – Ford, Fiat, Government Motors

American Wind Energy Association

National Wildlife Federation

http://www.ckdnoveenergo.cz/new/data/pics/11/000000016_th.jpg


VA-based farm, business, energy and 

environmental organizations

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation 

Virginia Forestry Association 

Virginia Forest Products Association 

James Madison University - Center for Energy and 

Environmental Sustainability 

Virginia Clean Cities 

Virginia Education Association

Osage Bio Energy 

Public Policy Virginia



18 Active State Alliances

9 in the forming stage

11 in the planning stage

Crucial to success of the 25x’25 Initiative

25x’25: State Alliances



State Alliance Activity

Active Alliances

Forming Alliances

Alliance Planning Underway



Ensure grass roots participation and 

ownership

Vehicle to unite state level champions

Channel support to national and state

initiatives that:

• Increase renewable energy production

• Expand the renewable energy market

Role of alliances:



Work collaboratively in advancing policies 

necessary to meet established goals

Make energy efficiency and renewable 

energy development a top national priority

Lead education and outreach efforts that

inform the general public

Role of alliances: Call To Action



We have the technology, capacity and 

leadership to offer new energy 

solutions.

These solutions will enhance farm 

income and strengthen rural 

communities.

The public and some policy makers 

are behind us.

Why now?



America’s Energy Future

U.S. Energy Use

Nuclear Electric

8%

Petroleum

39%

Coal

22%

Natural Gas

23%

Renewable Energy

7%

36%   Hydroelectric

5%   Wind

5%   Geothermal

47%   Biomass

1%   Solar

Source:  From the Energy Information Administration, Annual Ener gy Review for 2007

Total = 101.6 Quadrillion Btu Total = 7 Quadrillion Btu



Today (2007) Goal (2025)

~7 Quads

Renewable Energy

= 7%

101.6 Quads

Total Energy

Consumed

27.26 Quads

Renewable Energy

= 25%

25x’25

EIA predicts

consumption of

109 Quads by 2025



Bringing the Vision to Life Campaign

Ag and Forestry Solutions to Climate Change

Addressing Challenges and Barriers

• Sustainability 

• Community wind development 

• Biofuel (ILUC) and electricity infrastructure 

challenges

• Renewable biomass (definition)

1

2

3

2009 Primary Areas of Focus

Three major initiatives:



Virginia Timberland Qualifying as 

“Renewable Biomass” under 2008 Farm Bill

15,000,000 Acres

Source: USDA Forest Service - Forest Inventory and Analysis National Program

Federal Land

One dot represents

5,000 acres



Virginia Timberland Qualifying as 

“Renewable Biomass” under 2007 

Energy Act

2,000,000 Acres

Source: USDA Forest Service - Forest Inventory and Analysis National Program

Federal Land

One dot represents

5,000 acres



Special Projects: Addressing Barriers

Biofuels pushback

Sustainability principles

Research and education needs

Carbon Discussion Guide

Webinar Series

25x’25 National Summit



Opportunities…

 Increase Energy Efficiency

 Clean Fuels/Energy

 Biopower

 Carbon/GHG Reduction

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Compact-Flourescent-Bulb.jpg


What’s in it for Virginia?

Increased farm income

Added value uses 

Alternative enterprises

More productive uses of marginal lands

Assist in resolution of air, water and soil 

quality problems

Reduced reliance on government payments

Enhanced rural economies



2.07 billion gallons of biofuels 

7.95 billion kwhr of electricity (plus .29 bkwh 

from wind and solar)

While creating 92,788 new jobs and         

$10.4 billion in economic activity

(35.1 million dry tons of cellulosic feedstocks will be 

needed)

By 2025, Virginia’s farms, forests and 

ranches can annually produce:

Source:  UT Study



Other Challenges

Goal vs. mandate questions

 Feedstock competition concerns in 

animal agriculture and forestry sectors

 Balancing national and state objectives

 Efficient conversion technologies

 Subsidy/tax credit issues



What will it take to achieve the goal?

All forms of renewable energy

Everyone contributing – a collective 

effort

The will of our policymakers and the 

public

A national energy plan



Critical Questions

What is Virginia’s vision for the role of 

bioenergy in our energy future?

Who/How will you participate?

What has to happen for this vision to be 

realized?

Who is at the policy table representing 

your interests?



Virginia’s Energy Use

• Ranked 27th in the nation for per capita 

energy consumption and ranked 10th for 

per capita income.

• Large transportation and residential 

use; 2/5ths of households have electricity 

as primary heating source; VA coal 

shipped across South; one refinery
Source:  EIA



We Need Your:

Involvement

Insight

Expertise

Leadership

We invite Virginia leaders to endorse the 

vision and lead in building an alliance to 

promote a new energy future.



The 25x’25 Vision:

Is achievable

Provides a positive impact on the national 

and rural economies

Reduces our reliance on foreign oil and 

improves national security

Creates important environmental benefits



Thank you for your support of the 

25x’25 Vision.

www.25x25.org


