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Roundtable Forum Purpose:  To establish a dialogue with and among stakeholders on the 

opportunities, challenges, and impacts associated with the use of forest and agricultural woody 

biomass in the production of energy for electricity, transportation fuels, and other renewable 

energy applications. 

 

 
Gary Black, President of the Georgia Agribusiness Council and leader of the Georgia 25x'25 

State Alliance, welcomes forum participants. 

 

 
J. Read Smith, Co-chair, 25x'25 National Steering Committee, discusses the 25x'25 Vision and 

the next steps for the campaign.



 
Jill Stuckey, Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority, talks about state government 

resources to support and promote the development of a renewable energy industry in 

Georgia. 

 

 
A panel of state leaders answers questions about Georgia's government resources. 

Panelists include: 

Sen. Ross Tolleson, sponsor of Georgia Senate 25x'25 resolution 

Rep. Richard Royal, sponsor of Georgia House 25x'25 resolution 

Oscar Garrison, Georgia Department of Agriculture 

Steven Russ, Georgia Department of Economic Development 

Donnie Smith, Office of the Governor 

Devon Dartnell, Georgia Forestry Commission 

Jerry  Griffin, Georgia County Commissioners Association 

, Southern Company 

Jill Stuckey served as the Moderator.



 
Larry Biles, Southern Forest Research Partnership (above), and Nathan McClure, 

Georgia Forestry Commission (below) talk about the status of Georgia and Southern 

Region woody biomass resources. 

 

 
 

 
Dr. K. C. Das, University of Georgia, provides an overview of biomass conversion 

technologies. 



 
John Pait, Cellfor, discusses new biomass feedstock opportunities. 

 

 
 

25x'25 Co-chairs Bill Richards (L) and J. Read Smith (R) with Philip Ellender, Georgia-

Pacific Sr. VP for Government and Public Affairs (C). Atlanta-based Georgia-Pacific 

hosted a networking reception and dinner for roundtable attendees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tour:  

 

Timber harvest site near Athens, GA 

 

 
Devon Dartnell, Georgia Forestry Commission explains harvesting operations in a pine 

plantation.  

 

 
Tour members observe the pine timber removal process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



University of Georgia researchers at Athens campus showcase their bioenergy 

research and development projects. 

 

 
25x'25 Steering Committee members Dale Threadgill and Peggy Beltrone check out 

research efforts to turn microalgae into fuel. 

 

 
Steering Committee members Harry Haney, Bruce Arnold and Bob Foster are among this 

group of listeners about biodiesel research. 

 

 



 
Co-chair J. Read Smith participates in a discussion on bio-char utilization as a soil 

amendment. 

 
Steering Committee members Tom Ewing and Jerry Vap, on left, and state alliance team 

member Brent Bailey, on right, learn about on-farm anaerobic digestion possibilities. 

 

 

 

 



 
The group gathers for a discussion on bio-ethanol. 

 

 

International Paper chip mill operation in Madison, Georgia 

 

 
Tour participants get an overview of International Paper's pulp and paper operations in 

the state. 

 



 
Timber awaits the chipping process. 

 
 

Donnie Smith, Agriculture Liaison to Gov. Sonny Purdue, discusses the economic 

impacts that a viable wood industry has on the rural areas of Georgia. 

 

 

 


