
 
 
Biofuels and Water Resources 
 
• The amount of water needed to produce different crops varies considerably. 

 
• Corn requires the same amount of water to produce, whether it’s grown for 

food, feed or ethanol.  
 
• Only about 15 percent of the U.S. corn crop is currently irrigated.1 

 
• Processing crops into biofuels requires water. An Institute for Agriculture and 

Trade Policy study found that ethanol plants recording water usage averaged 
about 4.2 gallons of water for every gallon of ethanol produced (down from 
5.8 gallons in 1998). Because advancing technology continues to drive down 
costs and inputs, the Renewable Fuels Association says water use in new 
plants is closer to three gallons for each gallon of ethanol.2 

 
• Today, a new 40-million-gallon-per-year ethanol facility needs about 100 

million gallons per year of fresh water. This is not an unusual amount for an 
industrial use, such as a food processing facility. And much of the water used 
in an ethanol production facility is recycled back into the process. 3 

 
• Perennial prairie grasses that are candidates for biofuel feedstocks, such as 

switchgrass, are native, hardy, deep-rooted and drought-resistant, and require 
far less water than row crops.4 

 
For more on biofuels and water, and other facts, go to 
http://www.energyfuturecoalition.org/biofuels/. 
 
For more on 25x’25, go to www.25x25.org. 
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